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Endless Summer® Hydrangea

Caring for your Endless Summer® Hydrangea

Thank you for purchasing an Endless Summer® Hydrangea. Now that you have the first Hydrangea that blooms on new growth with the ability to rebloom all summer long, here are some tips to make Endless Summer® the center of attraction in your yard.

Northern Climate Winter Care:

To ensure overwintering success in the first year, the following is recommended:

· Stop all applications of fertilizer after August 15th to acclimate the plant for winter.

· Keep the soil moist through the fall months until the ground is frozen.

· Cover the plant with a four-inch layer of organic mulch (wood mulch, leaves, etc.).  There is no need to cover all stems to the tip or to cut them back.

· Covering should be done when fully dormant (around November 30th), or at the same time you would cover perennials in your garden.

· In spring uncover with your perennials when the ground is no longer frozen.  The plant will grow from the base of the plant and also from any old branches that survived winter.

· Be patient. Growth will come slowly until the heat of late spring stimulates the plant to grow faster.

· Once you see growth you can prune back the old branches to a finger width above the new green growth.

· Sit back and watch your plant grow and bloom, which depending on your climate should be some time around the middle of July.

Pruning:

Endless Summer® Hydrangea is very forgiving and will not suffer if left unpruned or pruned at the wrong time. In fact, young, recently planted shrubs are best left alone. Unlike other Hydrangeas, you Endless Summer® will bloom on both old and new wood, branches that grew last year and the new branches from this year. Another unique feature is that this hydrangea will continue to set buds and bloom throughout the season; deadheading the spent flowers will encourage this.  Fell free to cut the blooms for drying or fresh cut in vases because you will actually encourage the plant to produce more blossoms.  Spring is the best time to prune. Many people like to leave the spent blooms on their plant because it adds winter interest.  It may also act to insulate the new buds from frost and cold.  They should be removed in spring however.
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