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Cheap Sam’s Planting Instructions

Container Plants

1. Dig hole twice as wide as the container and slightly deeper than the height of the container.

2. Make a mixture of 2/3 good topsoil and 1/3 of either compost or peat moss. Incorporate Bone 

Meal into this mixture. Bone Meal encourages root development and will help your plant

 to become established. 

3. Shovel some of the soil mixture into the bottom of the hole and compact it.

4. Remove the plastic container and gently break up some of the roots by pulling them 

outward with your thumb. This should be done in approximately 5 places  

to encourage the roots to grow outward where they can pick up water and nutrients.

5. Set the plant in the center of the hole keeping the top of the root ball even with the soil 

grade. Do not plant any deeper.

6. Back fill the root ball with the remaining soil.

7. Fertilize with plant food formulated for the type of plant you have.  Follow the directions on the fertilizer.

8. Water thoroughly and regularly the first growing season till the plant’s root system is established. Do not rely on rainfall or a sprinkler system alone.  Watering by hand, two or three times a times a week, is usually enough.  In hot weather it is important to water more often.  Be careful not to over water as this can be harmful to the plant’s root system.

Ball and Burlap

1. Dig hole twice as wide as the ball and slightly deeper than the height of the ball.

2. Make a mixture of 2/3 good topsoil and 1/3 of either compost or peat moss. Incorporate 

Bone Meal into this mixture. Bone Meal encourages root development and will help 

your plant to become established

3. Shovel some of the soil mix into the bottom of the hole and compact it.

4. DO NOT remove the burlap or wire basket from the root ball at this time.

5. Place the tree or shrub in the center of the hole. The top of the root ball should be level 

with the soil grade around it.  Do not plant any deeper.

6. Cut several slits in the burlap. DO NOT remove the burlap or the wire basket.

7. Back fill ¾ of the hole with the soil mixture.  Compact the soil in the hole around the root ball to support and stabilize the tree or shrub.

8. Untie the burlap and cut any twine that is around the trunk.  If the plant has a wire basket, bend the top of the basket back and down into the hole. Don’t remove the wire basket completely as it supports the root ball.  In time the burlap and wire will break down and disintegrate.

9. Finish filling in the hole with the remaining soil.

10. Fertilize with plant food formulated for the type of tree or shrub you planted. Follow the directions on the fertilizer container.

11. Water thoroughly and regularly the first growing season till the plant’s root system is established.  Do not rely on rainfall or a sprinkler system alone.  Watering by hand, two or three times a week, is usually enough.  In hot weather it is important to water more often.  Be careful not to over water as this can be harmful to the plant’s root system.
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